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Background

 A good systematic review is dependant on up-to-date, 
reliable and comprehensive trials register

 Traditional methods of documenting and maintaining 
information are being challenged and reviewed

 A study-based register compatible with Geographic 
Information System (GIS) technology



  

What is GIS?
 “A GIS is a system of computer software, hardware, 

data and personnel that make it possible to enter, 
manipulate, analyze, and present spatially-referenced 
information i.e. information tied to a location on the 
earth’s surface”
- PASDA, 2004

 “…A GIS is typically used to represent maps as data 
layers that can be studied and used to perform analyses”

- ESRI, 2004



  

To demonstrate how the adoption of newly 
emerging GIS technology facilitates the 
visualization and retrieval of HIV/AIDS 

trials-related information

Objective



  

Coding Sheet



  

Populating the HIV/AIDS trials 
register



  

Register is integrated into GIS



  

Spatial distribution of 53 trials 



  

Coverage of treatment & 
prevention trials



  

Research & Analysis



  

Conclusions & Recommendations
 Maps are a useful tool in communicating information

 Maps provide a unique perspective and insight into 
reams of tabular reports

 Trials-related data can be displayed spatially in an 
appealing visual format
 GIS can provide a useful tool for authors, researchers, 

funders and policymakers to monitor existing and future 
trials

 GIS technology can be easily adapted to trials registers 
and should increasingly be considered as an essential 
add-on tool for all trials registers
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