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Objective

To determine the current status of
reviews published 10 years ago to
identify why reviews are out-of-date

Henderson S, Hampson L, Atherton D, Neilson JP



Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth
Group
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Definition

Updated review

new search + new trial reports incorporated
into revised review

(every 2 years)



Substantive updates ‘flagged’
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Updated Systematic Reviews @ = FProtocol @ = Eewview

Aerobic exercise for women during pregnancy HTrL PDF [(Size 2335 KB) [F]

Aerosolized diuretics for preterm infants with {or developing) chronic lung disease HTrL PDF [(Size 257 KB) @
Arthroplasties (with and without bone cement) for al femoral fractures in adulte  HTML FPDF (Size 379 KB EEEED
Autologous cartilage implantation for full thickness articular cartilage defects of the knee  HTWML PDF (Size 185 KEQ [~]
Benzodiazepines for neurcleptic-induced tardive dyskinesia HTrL PDF [(Size 224 KB) [r]

Biofeedback and/or sphincter exercises for the treatment of faecal incontinence in adults HTmL PLOF [(Size 361 KB) [~]
Biphasic versus monophasic oral contraceptives for contraception HTrL FPDF (Size 145 KB)

Biphasic versus triphasic oral contraceptives for contraception HTrL PDF [(Size 161 KB) [r]

Bronchodilators for bronchiolitis HTML FPDF (Size 259 KB [=]

Calcitonin for metastatic bone pain ~ HTML PDF (Size 193 KB [~ ]

Calcium supplementation during pregnancy for preventing hypertensive disorders and related problems HTrL PDF (Size 341 KB) (]
Community screening for visual impairment in the elderly  HThL FDF (Size 190 KB [=]

Continuous positive airways pressure for obstructive sleep apnoea in adults HTrL FPDF (Size 475 KB [F]
Double gloving to reduce surgical cross-infection HTWML PDF (Size 516 KB) ®

Drugs for treatment of weny high blood pressure during pregnancy HTrL FPDF [(Size 426 HKE) (=]

Effectiveness and cost effectiveness of counselling in primary care HTRL PDF (Size 370 KB) [~ ]

Endothelin receptor antagonists for pulmonary arterial hypertension HTRL FPLCE (Size 225 HKBE) (=]

HTML PDF (Size 271 KE) ®

Ervthropoietin or Darbepoetin for patients with cancer HTML PDF (Size 2455 HKE) [~]

Fetal electrocardiogram (ECG) for fetal monitoring during labour  HTML PDF (Size 199 KB) [r]

Gonadotrophin-releasing hormone antagonists for assisted conception HTL PDF (Size 356 KB) [~ ]

Growth hormone for children with chronic kidney disease  HTML PDF (Size 206 KB _@ =]




Input from editorial office BEFORE
authors start update

* Trials Search Co-ordinator (TSC)

searches PCG register + sends results to
author

* PCG specialised register of trials



Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth

Group

350

300

250

200

150

100

50

Total Reviews Published

Status of 1996 reviews in 2006
n =84

Percentage

Up-to-date Transferred Withdrawn Out-of-date
n=29 n=2 n =22 n =31




31 out-of-date reviews from 1996
10 years on

Collaboration policy (every 2 years) =31 x5
155

Actual number of updates
40

Number of trial reports in register for
assessment

348



31 out-of-date reviews from 1996
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New authors Time barriers New protocol
n=15 n =23 n=9




31
Reviews

New
protocol
n=5

Time
barriers
n=9

Time New
barriers protocol
n=6 n=4

New Time
protocol barriers
n=0 n=8§




Barriers to updating

2. Methodological
3. Content
4. Technological

5. Personal
6. Time



ONSoOR W=

Strategies

General reminder
Individual reminders

Updating work-ins (eg, Australian satellite;
Australian CC; UKCC, CRG at Colloquium)

Visit to editorial office

Withdrawal of complimentary CD

Prioritise updates with editor taking lead
Editorial base updating support

Funding by other interested parties (UK
Department of Health; Health Technology
Assessment; Cochrane Fields)

Updates written by member of editorial office staff



Updating:

To improve quality:

* RevMan x4

* Cochrane Handbook x 4
* Guidelines for titles

* Abstracts

* Plain language
summaries (Synopses)

* Feedback (Comments
and criticisms)

* Cochrane Style Guide x 3




Updating:

Developed editorial
process
(statistical/consumers)

Moved from trial driven
to question driven
reviews

New proposals can
have impact on
updating

More and more RCTs
1996 = 200 per year

2006 = 800 per year




Case study

Antenatal corticosteroids for accelerating fetal
lung maturation for women at risk of preterm
labour

THE COCHRANE
COLLABORATION®

(1996 title = Corticosteroids prior to preterm
delivery)



What’s nhew?

New team of authors
Methodology updated
New protocol published
Search updated

Results from recent follow-up studies
included

Standardised with other relevant
published reviews

Responses to feedback
Improvement in readability



* Conclusions ...... little change

new information

* Recommendation for practice +
research ................ no change



Are we asking too much of
authors and editorial teams?

2007
* Number of published reviews = 300

2017

* 2-YEARLY updating policy = 1500 new
versions (+ new protocols + new reviews)



