An approach to assessing data richness in
orimary qualitative studies

HEATHER AMES, RESEARCHER, NORWEGIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND COCHRANE CONSUMER AND COMMUNICATIONS GROUP
CLAIRE GLENTON, SENIOR RESEARCHER, NORWEGIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH, COCHRANE NORWAY AND COCHRANE EPOC
SIMON LEWIN, SENIOR RESEARCHER, NORWEGIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL AND COCHRANE EPOC

The problem

In a qualitative evidence synthesis, too
much data due to a large number of
studies can undermine a thorough
analysis and sampling of included studies
may be needed.

Our solution

To help guide purposive sampling, we
developed a five-step scale for assessing
the data richness of included primary
studies.

Assessment guidance Examples of data of different Data
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richness richness
score

Very little qualitative data presented A mixed methods study using open ended survey 1
that relate to the synthesis objective. questions or a more detailed qualitative study
Those findings that are presented where only part of the data relates to the
are fairly descriptive. synthesis objective
Some qualitative data presented that A limited number of qualitative findings from a ) Claire Glenton
relate to the synthesis objective mixed methods or qualitative study
A reasonable amount of qualitative A typical qualitative research article in a journal 3
data that relate to the synthesis with a smaller word limit and often using simple
objective thematic analysis
A good amount and depth of A gualitative research article in a journal with a 4
gualitative data that relate to the larger word count that includes more context and @fr':;‘;;;i‘l“g:vm
synthesis objective setting descriptions and a more in-depth

presentation of the findings

A large amount and depth of A detailed ethnography or a published qualitative 5
gualitative data that relate in depth article with the same objectives as the synthesis
to the synthesis objective.
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